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Chapter |. MAYSTERY ISLAND 
[THE NORTH SEA PATROLS WERE NOT ALL EXCITEMENT. FLYING: ——— 
OFFICER JACK VINCENT COULD VOUCH FOR THAT... | 


i WE HAVEN'T < 
| SEEN A SINGLE 
TARGET FOR THREE 
_| WHOLE WEEKS, TOD. 
\ PM GOING FARTHER 
" NORTH-EAST. 


” WHATEVER . 
YOU SAY, SKIP. 
BUT THE WINGCO 
WON'T LIKE IT. HE'S 
A STICKLER FOR US 
KEEPING TO OUR OWN 

. SEARCH AREAS. 


WE'LL TAKE A 
CHANCE ON THAT ! 
( IF WE BAG SOMETHING, 
THE C.0. WILL OVERLOOK 
\ IT = YOU'LL SE! 


VISIBILITY WAS POOR AND, AFTER A FRUITLESS SEARCH, JACK WAS 
| ABOUT.TO GO HOME IN DISGUST WHEN AN EXCITED SHOUT CAME 
FROM TOD BOONE, HIS OBSERVER. = : 


HEY, 
SKIPPER — 
LOOK! 


\ 


i 
Ayal 


FROM THE POSITION OF THE SHIP IN RELATION TO THE DUTCH COAST, IT HAD TO.BE GERMAN, [= 
AS JACK PUSHED THE STICK: FORWARD — FLAK CAME UP TO CHALLENGE THE SWORDFISH 


JERRY, ALL RIGHT ! 
WE’LL GO STRAIGHT 
IN, TOD! | 


| “~~ WANGON, 
f oD! "LL PLANT \ 


| AT AMAXIMUM SPEED OF ABOUT 
H 140 w.p.h., THE TORPEDO : 
| BOMBER PLUNGED INTO THE MIST. 

: 5 : 


| THEN THEY WERE OUT OF THE HIST — AND THE 
ENEMY PLANES WERE NO LONGER IN SIGHT. TO 
| JACK’S SURPRISE, THERE WAS AN ISLAND BELOW THEM. 
i ae ZEEE _ - — 
7 ‘"SFUNNY | MUST * 
BE ONE OF THE 
HEYDAAL GROUP. 
WE MUST BE MUCH 
FARTHER NORTH THAN 
WE THOUGHT ! 


SUDDENLY, A TORRENT OF LIGHT 
| FLAK CAME POURING UP AT HIM. 
He 


| HE-CIRCLED AND FLEW BACK, |... 
BRAVING THE FLAK... vie 
i 7 
a's *~7 BUILDING SOMETHING 

{ “THERE. A SHIP OF 

SOME KIND. LOOKS 

LIKE A U-BOAT — 

BUT IT CAN’T BE! 

IT'S TOO BIG! 


HECK ! THERE S 
MUST BE SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT DOWN THERE } 
TO NEED A FLAK l 
SCREEN AS THICK 
AS-THIS ! 


AS THE FLAK GREW EVEN FIERCER, HE AS HE APPROACHED THE ENGLISH COASTLINE, HE CALLED THE 
BANKED AWAY AND HEADED TOWARDS FR@RBR AIRFIELD ON THE WIRELESS SO THAT AN AMBULANCE WAS 
ENGLAND... SX] WAITING FOR TOD WHEN THEY LANDED. 


YOU'LL BE 
OUT OF DOCK 
SOON, CHUM, THEN 
WE'LL GO HUNTING 
TOGETHER YOU BET, 
AGAIN, EH ? SKIPPER ! 


ih 


<ee 
mad FG 


aS 
i, 


\ 


NOT A BAD BAG ~ 

) AN ENEMY SUPPLY 

SHIP SUNK AND A 
MYSTERY ISLAND BASE 
Ra DISCOVERED... 
A 


THE FOLLOWING MORNING, JACK VINCENT WAS SUMMONED BEFORE HIS 
COMMANDING OFFICER, GROUP CAPTAIN HALL. 


=—, 


5° vunverstanp you |, YES, SIR, 1ADKIT 
Ai ». |W WENT HARING OFF ON YOUR | DID BEND THE ORDERS 


OWN YESTERDAY, VINCENT. YOU} N@ _ ALITTLE, BUT AS IT 
KNOW THE ORDERS ABOUT hn TURNED OUT, I SANK AN 
Tw PATROLS, | PRESUME ? 4) Sia, ENERY SHIP, AND... 


——_ 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN — | / THE SHIP YOU SANK WAS THE ‘ESBERG’ —\ 
‘BENT’ THE ORDERS? YOU / AND IT HAD THO HUNDRED AND TEN 
DELIBERATELY DISOBEYED THE f BRITISH PRISONERS-OF-WAR ABOARD ! 
ORDERS! AND THAT'S - ll BECAUSE YOU DISOBEYED ORDERS, TWO 
I\HUNDRED AND TEN OF OUR MEN DIED i 


ISHAN'T TAKE OQ 
ANY FURTHER ACTION \ 
AGAINST VINCENT. THE \ 
REALISATION OF WHAT | 
HE HAS DONE WILL BE 
PUNISHMENT ENOUGH. 


NOW? WHAT CAN 1 DO ? 
ALL THOSE MEN... 


[A OEE 
Py QUITE AGREE, ~ 
SIR. BY THE WAY, 
INTELLIGENCE ARE VERY 
INTERESTED IN THIS 


ISLAND THAT IS DEFENDED 
BY SUCH HEAVY FLAK ! 


AS BRITISH INTELLIGENCE HAD LEARN ESBERG'HAD INDEED BEEN CARRYING PRISONERS-OF-WAR, F 
| DESTINED FOR FORCED LABOUR CAMPS IN DENMARK. WHEN THE TORPEDO STRUCK, THE PRISONERS H, 
4] COME POURING'UP FROM BELO ae oe 5 . 


B FOUR PRIVATES —HALONE, REED, DALE —|f 
AND KELSEY ~ SCRAMBLED INTO A DINGHY AND 
WERE SOON OUT OF SIGHT OF THE ‘ESBERG’. 


a ze 
ee 


PA yp EOE z 


THE FARTHER 
WEST WE GET THE 
BETTER CHANCE WE HAVE 
OF BEING SPOTTED BY 
a THE RAF. OR ONE OF THE 
- NAVY'S PATROLS... 


| CRASH OF SURF AND SAW THE WHITE SHAPE OF A LIGHTHOUSE, 


é SSS WHEREVER IT 
= : = IS, THE JERRIES ARE 
aS : SS BOUND TO BE THERE. 
THATCANTBE ~ Se AND WE'RE BEING 


IE DUTCH MAINLAND. : SS CARRIED STRAIGHT 


= ——S TH SS 
R IT’S AN ISLAND. > _ TOWARDS IT! 


SS 


Pay) 


oF oe 
af 
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[THEY WERE ALL STRONG SWIMMERS HOWEVER, AND THEY FOUGHT THEIR WAY PAST THE ROCKS AND ON TO| 
HE LIGHTHOUSE. sage 
7 DESERTED 10 ME. 


( BUT WE’D BETTER GO 
CAREFULLY 5. 


; BEEN 
= ABANDONED SOME 
3 ° TIME, JUDGING . 
WELL, THERE ~ FROM THE MUSTY 
WOULDN'T BE ANY SHELL. ‘ 
7 REASON FOR JERRY TO 
RUN A LIGHTHOUSE, WOULD 
A THERE ? YOU CAN BET THAT 
y ALL THIS COAST IS 
a OUT. 


“1BETTHE %e 
ISLAND IS OCCUPIED } 


PATROLS, IF BY 
NOTHING ELSE. 


| THEY BEGAN TO EXPLORE, AND GROPED en LOOK AT ALL “™ 
I WAY INTO A CELLAR THAT WAS HEWN OUT OF THIS! TINNED STUFF, 

THE SOLID ROCK, ——— MILK. BISCUITS. EVEN 
L : \ SOHE BACON. 


BUT THERE’S 
MOULD ON THOSE 
TINS. | BET THERE'S 
BEEN NO-ONE HERE 
FORQUITEA 


IT WAS LEFT 
* BY THE DUTCH 


: OKAY. IF 
THERE'S ANY OIL, 
IN IT = AND IF MY . aa JES ~ 
MATCHES LAST OUT. - JERRY CAN'T 
THEY WERE IN A eS HAVE BEEN DOWN: \ 
WATERPROOF TIN, BUT F HERE, ANYWAY. HE 
; THEY'RE NOT . rourD NEVER HAVE - 
»_100 DRY. 4 FT THIS LOT. 


: 15 
IN THE FAR CORNER MALONE MOVED SOME | HE LED THE WAY DOWN INTO WHAT PROVED TO BE Ayame 
i BOXES AND SACKS AND FOUND A CREVICE IN HCAVE THAT HAD A WELL-CONCEALED EXIT ON 70 
| THE ROCK JUST BIG ENOUGH FOR A MAN TO {NARROW BEACH, AE: z 
| SQUEEZE THROUGH, 5 ‘ THIS WILL 
: MAKE AGOOD 
HIDEOUT. AND WITH ¥ 
& ALL THOSE STORES WE 
COULD STAY HERE 
TILL THE END OF 
THE WAR. 


1M s\ 

7 WONDER 
WHERE THIS 
LEADS TO ? 

AND IF THE 

JERRIES DON’T j 

FIND USI 


LISTEN, YOU BLOKES - \ 
SOMEONE’S GOT TO BE LEADER. ) 

\ L-THINK I'D BETTER 

TAKE THE JOB ON, 


i THE HECK YOU . 

WILL | WHAT’S SO SPECIAL : d 

ABOUT YOU? YOU'RE -YES, DON’T ‘ 
ONLY A PRIVATE, 1 Oe E=¥eel GET SO BIG-HEADED, 

SAME ASUS. , MALONE ! 4 

(ee naw 1H. 210 TEN 


4\ SERVICE AND WITH TWICE AX 
\ THE EXPERIENCE / 
OF YOU LOT. 


TO BE BOSS, OR WE 
WON’T SURVIVE. 1 


ASLONG ASHE ¥ ) 
OOESN’T CHUCK HIS 
WEIGHT ABOUT 
TOO MUCH. 


OKAY, THEN. LET'S GETS 


f ONE OR TWO THINGS STRAIGHT, | AFTER DARK THEY SET OUT TO EXPLORE THE ISLAND . 
WE DON'T MOVE OUTSIDE BY — | os wie Fie LZ Zizjyo 
DAYLIGHT, ‘AND WE DON’T LEAVE GEE Z Ll 
\. TRACKS ANYWHERE NEAR A g eS 
»__ THE LIGHTHOUSE. 


[it WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THEY FOUND A GERMAN CAMP 


THE ISLAND'S . 
OCCUPIED ALL RIGHT | 
WONDER WHAT THE 
JERRIES ARE DOING 
HERE ? 


BOUED GLOW OF SHADED LIGHTS. _ 


FeO 
( DID YOU EVER SEE ITs MORE \ 
SUCH ABIGONE J- { LIKEA } 
“A cruiser / 


Baie 
WHAT THE ~ 
DEVIL'S THAT 
DOING HERE? / 


[BACK AT THE CAVE THEY OVER...| 


STEAL SOME FROM WANT WEAPONS FOR ? rae OATS 
*@ TO KEEP OUR HEADS 
Se JERRIES. , THE BEST THING WE [A pOWN AND HOPE THE j 


CAN DO IS TO KEEP /1\ GERMANS DON’T 
—— o = : 


| YoU A SORT OF HELPLESS |g l 
Nee WE'LL HAVE TO JP WHAT DO WE 


FIND US. 


a : By \] 
A MALONE — GET YOUR | lWZa 
OWN FLIPPING / 8 
_WEAPONS ! 


| WALONE’S JAW HARDENED. . . 


PLL DO 
JUST THAT f PLL 
SHOW YOU WHAT A 
COMMANDO CAN DO f 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH 
A BIT OF GLORY, 
bh ANYWAY 2 


| BUT-WHEN MALONE SET OUT ON HIS OWN, THE NEXT NIGHT, THE OTHERS [77 jij 
| LOOKED AT EACH OTHER SHAMEFACEDLY,— AND THEN FOLLOWED HIM. 


ta a 
27 WE THOUGHT WE << 
7 NIGHT AS WELL COME 
WITH YOU — IN CASE You ] 
\ GOT INTO TROUBLE, 


THEY STOLE THREE CANS OF |i 


ACCIDENT — WITH 
ANY LUCK | 


THE NEXT NIGHT, THEY GOT TWO BOXES OF HAND 
GRENADES FROM AN AMMUNITION DUMP. ; 


. THISIS AREALLY go 
GOOD HAUL. WECANDOA 
ee LOT OF DAMAGE WITH A FEW 
GRENADES PLANTED IN THE 
RIGHT SPOT! 


[fey THE END OF THE WEEK THEY HAD COLLECTED A SHALL ARSENAL OF WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES. | 


|THE GARRISON COMMANDER, COLONEL STOLZ, AT LAST ACCEPTED THAT ENEMY SABOTEURS WERE LOOSE } 
1 ON THE ISLAND. HE STORMED AT HIS ADJUTANT, HAUPTMANN SCHNEIDER . :. : 


UNLESS 3 
YOU GET RESULTS, 
SCHNEIDER, I'LL HAVE 
YOU BROKEN! SOME 
OF THE ENGLISH 
PRISONERS MUST 
HAVE ESCAPED ! 


Ad 


Y~ IT CANNOT BE ANY 
OF THE PRISONERS, HERR 
OBERST. THEY ARE ALL 
ACCOUNTED FOR AND ARE 
UNDER STRICT GUARD, 


j r NIGHT AND DAY. 


DON'T ARGUE WITH 
| ME! LWANT ACTION. 
( DOUBLE THE NUMBER OF GUARDS. 

TREBLE THE NUMBER 
> OF PATROLS! 


pp PEPE 2 gore 


ao 
L,, © unagy 


JAWOHL, 
\ HERR OBERST I } 


Chapter 2. THE SABOTEURES 


AT THAT MOMENT, GENERAL FRANZ DIETER, COMMANDING THE WEHRMACHT TROOPS IN NORTH WESTERN 


| EUROPE, WAS EXPLAINING HIS PET PLAN TO A CONFERENCE OF CORPS COMMANDERS. aly 


ee el | ee 


THIS U-BOAT HAS BEEN — 
BUILT FOR TWO SPECIFIC PURPOSES, —— [BN 


GENTLEMEN. TO PLAY HAVOC WITH \ Se 
ENEMY SHIPPING USING THE PORT 
OF ANTWERP. IN FACT, SHE [S AS 
HEAVILY GUNNED AS THE 
ALLIED ESCORT VESSELS. 


al 


BUT HER 
CHIEF DUTY WILL 
BE TO WRECK THE 


PORT ITSELF. TONS OF 
HIGH EXPLOSIVE WILL BE 
PACKED IN HER, AND 
SHE WILL EVENTUALLY 
BE BLOWN UP 
IN THE MAIN 


‘ie z 


| REALISED. BOMBER COMMAND WERE LOTH TO RISK HEAVY LOSSES : 
TIL THE FLAK MENACE HAD BEEN DEALT WITH. 


! ATTACKING THE ISLAND UN 


= 
BOHBER COMMAND HAVE G+ 
HAD HEAVY LOSSES LATELY, \ 
AND I'M NOT GOING TO RISK 
OUR CRACK CREWS ON SOME 
\ HARE-BRAINED MISSION THOUGHT 
UP BY 
1AGR 
Y__ PERHAPS WE COULD 
SEND IN ROCKET-CARRYING 
TYPHOONS TO PUT THE 
FLAK DEFENCES OUT 
_OF ACTION... 


"(TKNOW THE VERY MAN TO \ |_| 50, JACK VINCENT WAS POSTED TO A TYPHOO 
LEAD THIS MISSION | YOUNG \| | SQUADRON... 


NCENT, THE MAN WHO|) 1 A 
ane TIE eiene) tee | {ISN'T HE THE BLOKE WHO SANK THE 
FLOWN TYPHOONS AND HE “ESBERG’. THE SWORDFISH BOYS SAY HE'S || __ 
WAS, AFTER ALL, THE SO RECKLESS, NO-ONE WANTS TO FLY 
FIRST MAN TO SPOT THIS / | 
GIANT U-BOAT. 


WELL, IF HE’S X 
TRYING TO KILL 
HIMSELF,HE MAY : ™ 
ASWELL DOITIN ff) & TWAS IN . 
SINGLE-SEATERS. y THE SAME SQUADRON 
- AS JACK A FEW Hy 
MONTHS AGO. HE WAS 
: A GOOD TYPE, x 
ACTUALLY... 


wa 


Me JACK SPENT THE FIRST WEEK GETTING THE FEEL OF THE NEW 
eel TYPHOONS. THEN HE WAS BRIEFED BY THE WING COMMANDER AND, } 


+o WE ARRIVE OVER THE 
ISLAND JUST AS THE LIGHT & 
IS FADING, TO MAKE IT 
EASIER TO PICK OUT THE 
GUN FLASHES. THEN WE 
PEEL OFF AND TAKE 
INDIVIDUAL BATTERIES. 

| THAT MEANS DIVING FAST 
AND LOW - AND THE 
LOWER, THE SAFER ! 


WHAT DO 
YOU MAKE OF HIM, 
\ ARCHIE ? 
A LOONY 
FOR SURE I 


| TIMING HAD TO BE EXACT. AS THE TYPHOONS SWEPT TOWARDS 
GUN-FLASHES DOTTED THE DARKENING LAND... . 


PICK YOUR 
TARGETS! FOLLOW “7 
MEINE 4 


} SWOOPED AGAIN. THE SECOND 
TIME THE FRANTICALLY FIRING 
Toe 


ae eae 
: SSN 


BUT THE ENEMY WERE HITTING BACK. JACK VINCENT’ S TYPHOON WAS SUDDENLY HIT, 
HE PULLED BACK ON THE STICK TO GAIN HEIGHT, BUT THE CONTROLS WERE SLOPPY ... 


[THEN THE PLANE TIPPED OVER AND JACK SHELLED [fs 
BURNING. HE KNEW THE END HAD COME. HE SLID BACK [a 
THE COCKPIT HOOD AND DROPPED OUT... . 


y un 


IT WAS KELSEY, AT THE MOUTH OF THE : IT WAS SOON OBVIOUS THAT THE AIRMAN WAS IN oo : 

CAVE, WHO SAW THE PILOT COME DOWN DIFFICULTIES. KELSEY AND DALE, BOTH STRONG filme 

IN THE SEA... eZ ¥ f SWIMMERS, PLUNGED IN TO HIS RESCUE... 4 
Z : 


x HEY! 
ONE OF THE 


JACK, TANGLED IN HIS ‘CHUTE, WAS NEARLY DROWNING WHEN THEY REACHED HIM .. . 


CHUM ! WE’LL SOON 
HAVE YOU ON 


DRY LAND ! —<_~ 


y SO YOU'RE 
SURVIVORS FROM 
THE ‘ESBERG' ! WELL, 
YOU MAY AS WELL 
KNOW — I'M THE 
MAN WHO SANK THE 


‘ESBERG’ ! 


~' | WONDER WHAT’S IN 
THINKING OF ALL THEIR PALS 1 @ 


KILLED. THEY MUST SEE ME AS A 
BA SORT OF MURDERER. 


| U-BOAT, AND HOW THEY HAD COLLECTED WEAPONS. 


UM SURE YOU HAVE, 


THAT'S JUST 
WHAT WE HAVE BUT WE MUST STEP UP 


“ THAT'S FINE | * BEEN DOING ! 
WE MUST DO OUR : 
BEST TO MAKE 
THINGS AWKWARD 
FORJERRY. 


WHO THE BLAZES 
j D’YOU THINK YOU 
ARE ? YOU'RE AN AIRMAN, 
AND THIS IS A JOB FOR 
SOLDIERS. 1’ RUNNING 
THIS SHOW ! 


YOU FORGET 
SOMETHING - I'M 
A COMMISSIONED 


“THIS ISN'T THE 
PLACE FOR ALL THIS 
RANK AND DISCIPLINE STUFF. 


WE'RE HERE ON OUR OWN - 

AND I'M THE BOSS! 1 DON’T, 
GIVE AHOOT FORTHE 4 
KING’S COMMISSION. 


VEZ; 


[MALONE SUDDENLY RUSHED, SWINGING _ | 
VICIOUSLY. COOLLY, THE YOUNG AIRMAN 
DUCKED UNDER HALONE’S FIST. _ 


THREE TIMES, JACK VINCENT 
| SWAYED AND DODGED OUT OF 
H HARM'S WAY, THEN HE 
| BROUGHT HIS OWN FIST ROUND 

IN A BONE-CRACKING PUNCH. 


MALONE STRUGGLED SULLENLY TO HIS FEET. pf 
HAD WON - FOR THE 


ON IT BY CHANCE — \ 
AND I'VE FORGOTTEN Wy 


NS = 
Bi} 


NO CO-OPERATION, 
1 EH? OKAY, YOU, KELSEY ~ } 
COULD YOU GUIDE HE Ye \ 


LF Z 


SEE THAT SHED WITH 
THE ELECTRIC TRANSFORMERS 
OUTSIDE ? THAT PROBABLY HOUSES 
“\ THE GENERATORS WHERE ALL THE 
POWER COMES FROM. IF WE 
SABOTAGE THAT WE HANG 
UP ALL THEIR WORK } 


fTHEY RETURNED TO THE CAVE FOR 
JEXPLOSIVES AND HOME-MADE PETROL 
‘BOMBS AND WERE BACK NEAR THE VITAL 
SHED ABOUT AN HOUR BEFORE DAWN. y 


SS 


WE GET CLOSER 
1 WANT YOU TO 
REEP UP AND CLOBBER 
THAT SENTRY. THE 
REST OF US WILL RUSH 
4 IN WHEN | GIVE THE 
SIGNAL AND THROW OUR 
ih, BOMBS AND EXPLOSIVES 
INTO THE SHED. 


SS 
SS 


F'n GIVING THE ORDERS. amg ( (Qi 


MP BETTER LET ME 

BHANDLE THAT 

SSENTRY. UM 

@ TRAINED IN THIS 

SORT OF THING ~ eA 
KELSEY 1SN’T ! a 


Gj | 
4 
4 ty yy 4 


1 CAN HANDLE HIM AS WELL 
AS YOU COULD. 


a a a ak 


W.P. =a 37 


THE FACT THAT THE OTHERS WERE [renko we conver aos CLOSER, AND KELSEY STOLE UP F 
SIDING WITH THE OFFICER INFURIATED | IBEHIND THE SENTRY AND STRUCK HIM A HARD BLOW AT 


MALONE. ULL, 


ANG) 


Sy | 
N\ 
i 


———* 


PERISHING R.A.F. BLOKE ! 
WHAT DOES HE KNOW ABOUT 
THIS SORT OF SCRAPPING ? 
HE’LL RUIN EVERYTHING | 


[THE SENTRY HAD HARDLY CRUMPLED TO THE GROUND [eg 
| BEFORE THE OTHERS RUSHED INTO THE SHED AND a 


ONBS AND EXPLOSIVES . 


TAS THE ECHOES OF THE EXPLOSIONS DIED %-.°.| |THE FLANES FROM THE BLAZING SHED THREW THE fam 
| AWAY AND FLAMES SHOT SKYWARDS, THE ENEMY INTO SHARP RELIEF. IT WAS A TARGET 
| [MALONE COULD NOT RESIST. 


BULLETS SANG AROUND MALONE AS OTHER GERMANS FIRED BACK. JACK 


VINCENT WAS WAITING FOR HIM AS HE 
: re pie Cit) 


Vai Mg high. £ 


Op ype, 4 


‘Lo? 


az oes 
WHAT THE HECK 
DO YOU THINK YOU'RE 
PLAYING AT ? OUR JOB IS TO 
HIT AND RUN, NOT HAVE 
A STAND-UP FIGHT | YOU 
"WERE ASKING TO 
BEKILLED! 


OKAY. SO 1 MIGHT HAVE GO THE THRUST WENT HOME. JACK VINCEN 

WMYSELF KILLED, BUT vey H WINCED AS THOUGH HE HAD BEEN STABBED. 
}WOULD HAVE BEEN MY LOOKOUT.R 
HAT LEAST | WOULDN'T BE : 


HKILLING TWO HUNDRED OF MY 
t t ? 


THE SWINE | 
IT HURTS 
MORE BECAUSE 
IT'S TRUE ! 


NEAR THE DUNES, A PARTY OF PRISONERS UNDERA 


# STRONG GUARD WERE DIGGING FOUR GUN-PITS. THE SABOTEURS§ 


JIN THE NIGHTS THAT FOLLOWED, JACK VINCENT f 
| KEPT A CLOSE WATCH ON THE GREAT U-BOAT 
| FROM THE DARK HILLS... 


f YOU KNOW WHAT’S IN THOSE CASES, DON’T YOU > 
EXPLOSIVES i THAT MEANS JUST ONE THING — 
THEY'RE GOING 70 BLOW IT UP SOMEWHERE | 


' 


O MAKE A WIDE DETOUR TOA 


ARE THERE 
MANY OF OUR 
| PRISONERS ON 
. THE ISLAND ? 


raed / 
WE'VE SEEN 

THREE PARTIES 
ABOUT THE SIZE 

7| OF THAT ONE. HOST 

OF THEM ARE DIGGING JJ 
a ROADS AND PUTTING 
UP HUTS. 


AS USUAL, MALONE DISAGREED... 
THEY'VE SPENT \ TO WRECK 


ENORMOUS LABOUR APORT, PROBABLY | 
sir iiee ~THAGINE THAT LOT 
SOULE eaee GOING UP AT THE 
ste reread MOUTH OF THE THAMES, 
FOR INSTANCE. WHATEVER 
IT HEANS, WE KUST 
STOP THEM | 


CAN YO! 

ME A TIMING 
MECHANISM THAT 
WILL EXPLODE A 

FAIRLY HEFTY 


CHARGE OF GELIGNITE | 


AT A CERTAIN INTERVAL 
. AFTER IT’S 
BEEN PLANTED ? 


STOP THEM? \ 2 NOT SO 
JUST US FIVE ? CRAZY AS YOU 
THAT'S CRAZY | THINK. WE STAND 
: - A GOOD CHANCE OF. 
BEING ABLE 10 
DO IT — IF WE 
HAVE TIME | 


A 


1 GUESS 
1 COULD, SIR =~ 
IF 1 CAN FIND 
SOME SORT OF 
CLOCKWORK 
MECHANISM . «© 


“Chapter 3. ONE-MAN MISSION _ 


SOMEONE REMEMBERED SEEING AN OLD ALARM CLOCK IN THE. 
LIGHTHOUSE ~ REED WORKED ON IT AND AT LAST Soe 


YOU CAN SET THIS JUST AS 


IGNITE THIS FUSE WHICH 
PLL ATTACH TOA | ; 
GRENADE DETONATOR. WE, 
CAN PUT THE WHOLE 

WORKS IN A SATCHEL.OF 
EXPLOSIVE. 


[BUT TINE WAS RUNNING OU 
| VANTAGE POINT ABOVE THE DOCK, TH 


» SHELL PROBABLY 
4 SAILON THE MORNING \- 
TIDE ~ SO THAT MEANS | 
IT'S GOT TO BE DONE 
TONIGHT. REED, GIVE 
\ ME THAT SATCHEL ! 


y youre =‘ 
noTcoNG ¥& Z 
DOWN THERE foe 
ALONE, SIR? 


é 2. 4 1 
< i fis: PRISONER. YOU'LL 
, {I'LL BE DIFFICULT FOR ONE NAN ON \| BE A SABOTEUR ~ 
HIS OWN TO SLIP ABOARD HER, IT WOULD} AND THEY'LL 2 
| BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR MORE THAN ONE, J) KILL YOU! eS 
a\ THIS IS MY PIGEON... iy ra Meee 


\wI Y 


| 


D'YOU THINK 
THAT WORRIES ME ? 
j IF YOU'D SUNK THE 
‘ESBERG’ AND DROWNED 
ALL THOSE MEN WOULD 
YOU WANT TO GO ON 
LIVING ? NOW - GO BACK 
AND STAY UNDER COVER I 


} 


BE 
oo 


oe 
o 
oe 


IF HE WANTS THE ; SS SAS SS \ vA 
GERMANS 70 KILL Fey 
HIM THEY'LL OBLIGE - NY 
NO DOUBT 


CZs = 
oe 


[THE GERMAN’S SCHMEISSER WAS COVERING THEM AT ALMOST POINT BLANK RANGE. 
| EVEN MALONE HAD TO ADMIT THAT THEY WERE HELPLESS... | 


~~ AFL TRY 
ANYTHING HE’LL 


HOW US DOWN, 
) HE'S REALLY. 
\ GOT US! 


{AT THAT MOMENT, ANOTHER FIGURE CAME UP 
| BEHIND THE GERMAN SOLDIER. AHEAVY 
| SPADE SWUNG THROUGH THE 


THE GERM. HE GROUND WITHOUT A SOUND. 


ALONE AND THE OTHERS RECOGNISED THEIR RESCUER . 


GOOD GRIEF ! 
IT’S FOSTER! 


ARCHIE FOSTER ! 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
HERE? | THOUGHT 
YOU WENT DOWN WITH 
THE REST OF THE 
BOYS ON THE 
‘ESBERG’? _¢ 


Z, BLE 


OQGPLLE SY 


45 
WELL, THE OLD TUB SETTLED ON A. [it WAS MALONE WHO REALISED FIRST WHAT THAT MEANT. | 
BSANDBANK, SHE MUST HAVE BEEN ee eee 


ye 
2 


Z 
1-4 NEARLY SCRAPING THE BOTTOM WHEN EA 

‘| THE TORPEDO STRUCK. WE ALL GOT 
AWAY. YOU WERE THE ONLY ONE: ‘ 
HISSING .. . 


HUNDRED HEN - 
AND HE DION’T 
| KILL ANYONE ! 
“PVE GOT TO STOP 
) HIM BEFORE HE 
é ...\ BLOWS HINSELF 
s 70 BLAZES. 


fH IN COMMAND AGAIN NOW, SO YOU 
BLOKES TAKE ARCHIE HERE. BACK 
TO THE CAVE WITH YOU AND I'LL 

TRY TO CATCH VINCENT. 


WHAT’S SO 
SPECIAL 
ABOUT YOU ? 


THE MORE OF US | 
THERE ARE THE 
GREATER THE 
DANGER OF fel. 
BEING SEEN. A 


~ VE GOT 
TO CATCH HIM 
BEFORE HE 
GETS ABOARD... ¥ 


Zs 


Wan oo 
WT 


i 
\ A : 
2¥NE 


SS 


] MEANWHILE, THE AIRMAN HAD MANAGED TO REACH THE QUAYSIDE 
| WITHOUT BEING SEEN, BUT THERE WERE GERMANS EVERY WHERE. 


UO =] 


LOOKS LIKE 
MY ONLY CHANCE 
1S TO GET IN WHERE 
THE ANCHOR CHAIN 
ENTERS THE PERISHING 
THING ... 


[HE WAITED A LONG TIME, HIS NERVES ON EDGE. SUDDENLY HE | 


HEAR! 


MALONE | WHAT 
THE HECK 
ARE YOU 


> DOING HERE ? 


[WHISPERING CLOSE TO THE FLYING OFFICER'S EAR, 
MALONE EXPLAINED WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 


fe ae 
Ath 
FR si aan’ 


/ 


SOM NOT 
A KILLER 
AFTER ALL | 
AND YOU CAME 
AFTER ME 
JUST TO 
TELL ME? 


rare ees a | 


.— 
LISTEN 
TO ME, SIR - 
YOU NEVER KILLED ¥ 
THOSE MEN. THE 
‘ESBERG' NEVER SANK, 
AFTER ALL... 


1 COULDN'T 


yy 
LET YOU CO = Wau 2522 
Bx | witHouT kNowne, | Yameesgege2 
B\ COULD I~ SIR? Z 


WELL — THANKS, ae 
MALONE. BUTI _ 
MUST STILL TRY TO . Fy 
| PLANT THIS SATCHEL [fa 
AND BLOW UP THE 2 


= 
an 
SHIP, ANYWAY. 
\ 7 om, suT 
oan \ii DON'T GET YOURSELF B 


KILLED, SIR. PLL 
_WAIT HERE ! 


[CHOOSING HIS MOMENTS CAREFULLY, JACK VINCENT 
SLIPPED FROM SHADOW TO SHADOW AMONG THE SUPPLIES 
| AND EQUIPNENT THAT LITTERED THE QUAYSIDE, 


REACHING THE ANCHOR CHAIN, HE BEGAN TO SWARK UP IT LIKE SOME GIANT 
| WATER-RAT, SCARED ALL THE TIME THAT HE MIGHT BE SEEN. Peek 
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HE SQUEEZED THROUGH THE HAWSE-HOLE AND 
GROPED AROUND TILL HE FOUND THE EXIT 

| INTO A PASSAGEWAY. HE MOVED ALONG IT, 
LOOKING FOR A WAY INTO THE HOLD WHERE 
THE EXPLOSIVES WOULD BE STACKED. 


10 


_ THANK NE 
{ HEAVEN THIS PART 

OF THE SHIPIS j 

DESERTED. 


pe OTIS IS IT! 
BYHECKMT’LL.BE } 
LIKE THE END OF THE 
WORLD WHEN THIS 
LOT GOES UP | j 


[WITH HANDS THAT SHOOK A LITTLE, HE CLICKED ON THE TIMER WHICH HAD BEEN PRE-SET BY 
TY $, ‘THEN HE PUSHED THE SATCHEL BETWEEN THE CASES... 
a aan F Y, e = 


[ THEY STAYED FOR WHAT SEEMED AN ETERNITY. SWEAT BROKE OUT ON JACK VINCENT’S FOREHEAD 


J WHAT SHALL ¥ 

= IDOIF THEY ‘ 

a STAY ? HOW LONG [S$ 
LEFT NOW ...? 


HE HAD NEARLY GIVEN UP HOPE WHEN 
THEY WALKED OFF, STILL CHATTING. 

HE RUSHED SILENTLY UP THE STAIRS, | 
BACK INTO THE CHAIN LOCKER, AND 
SQUEEZED OUT OF THE HAWSE-HOLE. 


f DRIVEN BY FEAR HE SWAM BACK TO THE QUAYSIDE, AND SCURRIED ALONG TO WHERE HE HAD LEFT MALONE. fe 


COME ON ~ 
LET’S GO! SHE'LL 
BE GOING UP ANY 
> MOMENT NOW! 24 


| IN THEIR HASTE, THEY ALMOST RAN HEAD ON INTO A SQUAD OF GERMAN 
_ SAILORS WHO CAKE MARCHING AROUND THE CORNER OF THE SHED. 


54 : 
/ BEFORE A SINGLE ONE OF THEM COULD UNSLING HIS 
RIFLE, MALONE LET THEM HAVE A MURDEROUS 
BURST FROM HiS SCHMEISSER. 7 


(THEN THE TWO RACED OFF — INTO THE SHELTER OF THE MISTY NIGHT. 


ACHTUNG! = = 
ACHTUNG? 9 @ 
GE ENGLANDERS...1 


PURSUIT WAS LEFT FAR BEHIND - BUT JACK VINCENT WAS WORRIED.| 


IT SHOULD 
HAVE GONE OFF BY 
NOW | SOMETHING MUST 
\ HAVE GONE WRONG 
\. WITH THE TIMER: 


_ YOU CAN'T , 
———— HAVE MADE IT SOME R.E.M.E. 
PROPERLY, MECHANICAL EXPERT 
—==\__REEDY t YOU ARE! 
\ 


OY 


¥BUT JACK VINCENT, ALTHOUGH BITTERLY DISAPPOINTED, STUCK UP FOR THE ENGINEE : 
7 DON’T BLAME YOURSELF ~\ 
REED. YOU DIDN’T HAVE ANY : 
| PROPER TOOLS TO WORK WITH. 
IT'S A MRACLE YOU WERE 
ABLE TO MAKE ANYTHING. 
PITY, THOUGH ! 


[WITHIN HALF AN HOUR, THE MAROONED MEN SAW THE 
HONSTER U-BOAT EHERGING FROM BEHIND THE HEADLAND. 


700 BAD,’ 
CHUMS | WE DID 
OUR BEST... 


[JACK TURNED AWAY, BUT AN EXCITED YELL FROM MALONE BROUGHT HIM SPINNING AROUND. 
HE WAS JUST IN TIME TO SEE THE HUGE U-BOAT TORN APART BY A STUPENDOUS EXPLOSIO 
| FLAME, SMOKE AND JAGGED HETAL WAS HURLED SKYWARDS. .. 


N *.. 


GLORY BE! 
WE DID IT! 


DOWN, 
CHAPS =» BEFORE 
THE SHOCK WAVES 
HIT US! 


| THE ISLAND SEEMED TO SHUDDER WITH THE EFFECTS OF THE MAMMOTH EXPLOSION. A FEW MINUTESLATER, | 
| JACK VINCENT AND THE MEN WITH HIM WATCHED THE ‘IRON WHALE” MAKE ITS FIRST AND LAST DIVE. i 
| THEY HAD BEEN THROWN UP ON THE ISLAND WITHOUT A WEAPON BETWEEN THEM, BUT THEY HAD 

DESTROYED A THREAT THAT COULD HAVE BEEN DISASTROUS TO THE ALLIED ARMIES OF LIBERATION. _ 


ry 


E> 
Lege 


es 


MAXIM) f_ =I : 


| THE TYPHOONS WERE STILL LANDINGON THE | 
BOMB-SCARRED RUNWAY WHEN THEIR LEADER'S | 

| PLANE SQUEALED TO A STOP NEAR THE WATCH- | 

| TOWER. BEFORE HIS AIRCRAFT HAD COME } 

| FULLY TO REST, SQUADRON-LEADER FIELDING | 

f | HAD JUMPED FROM IT AND ea SHOUTING UP 

. RIGHEA &®S | AT THE CONTROL STAFF . 

11 MICROPHONE — | > i a aa 

MILLER’S IN 
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| FROM THE BALCONY THEY 

| COULD JUST SEE MILLER’S 
PLANE. SMOKE STREAMED 
FROM THE ENGINE AND ONE 
OF THE UNDERCARRIAGE 
LEGS DROOPED BROKENLY . 


AMBULANCE 
AND CRASH WAGON STANDING \ 
BY, SIR! ( PLE TALK HIM 
\. DOWN. 


SQUADRON-LEADER FIELDING SPOKE TO THE | | *| BUT QUITE SUDDENLY THE DAMAGED PLANE DROPPED 
| YOUNG PILOT ON THE RADIO — HIS VOICE WAS AWING AND DIVED STEEPLY INTO THE GROUND. IT 
CALM AND REASSURING ... ; IMMEDIATELY BURST INTO A GREAT BALL OF FLAME... 


THIS 1S SQUADRON. 

| LEADER FIELDING ~ = 

| YOU'RE DOING FINE,.. . 

| MILLER, NOW CAN . eae 
YOU JUST EASE.OVER “ 
$0 THAT YOU LAND 
ON THE GRASS AT THE 
SIDE OF THE RUNWAY ? 

= a 


[SQUADRON-LEADER FIELDING GAVE SOMEONE THE MICROPHONE | 


| AND TURNED AWAY, HIS FACE EXPRESSIONLESS . . . 


Bs eT 
/ NOBODY \ 
if COULD SURVIVE 
| THAT — THEY'LL 
JUST HAVE TO 
PICK UP THE 
PIECES. 


HIS CONTROLS MUST. 
HAVE BROKEN UP ~ HE DIDN'T ¥ 
STAND A CHANCE. 


fy PILOT —— 
J HAINES, THE NEW 
za REPLACEMENT, 
R 4 


PROUD TO BE 
>| JOINING YOUR 
\ SQUADRON, 

SIR. 


Lae i ‘i NOT 
HAPPY TO SEE YOU, 
HAINES. BECAUSE YOU'RE 
PROBABLY GOING TO DIE. AND 
VM TIRED OF SEEING 
_ ee PILOTS DIE. 


FIELDING NOTICED THAT THE YOUNG MAN 


/ BORE A RESEMBLANCE TO PILOT OFFICER 


MILLER WHO HAD DIED THE DAY BEFORE — | 
BUT EVEN SO THE NEWCOMER DID NOTGET_ | 
THE SPEECH OF WELCOME HE HAD EXPECTED. 
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[HAINES COULD SEE THE FATIGUE AND THE | | FIELDING’S ADJUTANT TRIED TO TALK HIM OUT OF 
STRAIN IN FIELDING’SFACE... RESIGNING HIS COMMAND, BUT THE SQUADRON-LEADER’S 
PVE GOT AD.S.0. AND AD.F.C. AND I'M al LE EO dee 


SUPPOSED TO BE SOME SORT OF HERO. 
WELL, I’M NOT, AND I'VE HAD ENOUGH. 

!'M ASKING TO BE TAKEN OFF OPERATIONS. 
NOW GO AWAY, YOUNG MAN. 


ITH 
| (IT'S FROMGROUP. THEY WANT YOU TO 
LAY ON A STRIKE = MAXIMUK EFFORT. 


MAXIMUM EFFORT | 
ALL RIGHT — BUT THIS 1S 
THE LAST TIME. 4 


= 
=< 


I'VE LOST TEN PILOTS IN TWO MONTHS, ADJ. THEY COME 
OUT HERE, RAW, INEXPERIENCED, AND THEY HAVE TO 
FLY ON OPERATIONS BECAUSE THERE’S NO-ONE ELSE, 
AND BEFORE THEY'VE GOT A CHANCE TO LEARN ~ 
THEY'RE DEAD! P= = — ——¢ 


ass 
RRR 
aN 
S 
SPAN 
as 
PAN 


THAT'S NOT 
YOUR FAULT, 


SHALL | 
PUT HAINES'S 
NAME DOWN ? 


WHY NOT ? LLL, 
IE MAY AS WELL BE xR 
KILLED THIS WEEK 2 

AS NEXT. Y 
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THEY TOOK OFF AND HEADED NORTH-EAST. IT WAS 
——= ——s A TOUGH TARGET — ON THE BORDERS OF GERNANY. | 
you co [——————— — 
STRAIGHT IN eS 
AND STRAIGHT OUT. Law caunTe| 7 AN ARMOURED =< 
{ STAY LOW ~ AND NOBODY \ “ COLUMN ~ AND 
GOESBACK FORA} ge ===4 THEY'LL HAVE HOBILE 5 
- SECOND RUN. YOU =——= FLAK UNITS ALL 
\ STICK CLOSE TO HE, / - @% ; QQ ROUND THEH. 
HAINES, Sab={ 


| THEN FIELDING SPOTTED THEIR TARGET. HE. FLEW STRAIGHT 
PAST IT ASIF HE HAD NO INTENTION OF ATTACKIN |- 


ONE-EIGHT-O 
DEGREES PORT, AND 
DIVE FLAT OUT! 
GO! 


THEY DIVED STEEPLY WITH THE SPEED INCREASING ALL THE TIME. 
HAINES WAS CLOSE TO FIELDING ~ TOO CLOSE... 


FARTHER 
OUT, HAINES ~ 


GIVE YOURSELF {[ 
MORE ROOM 


[EVEN AS THY HURTLED ALONG AT GROUND LEVEL WITH 
| THE TREES RUSHING: PAST AT OVER 400m.p.h., FIELDING | 
| FOUND TINE TO WATCH OVER OTHERS... 


GET DOWN, HAINES ! 
BELOW THE TREES SO 
THAT THEY COVER YOU ! 


(THERE WAS A CRASH LIKE THUNDER AS THE 
ee —n or 


fit ALL 
| RACING AWAY, PRESSING 


ee 


[IT HAD BEEN A VERY SUCCESSFUL OPERATION. BACK AT THEIR 
| AERODROME, FIELDING WALKED OVER TO CONGRATULATE HAINES... | 


“THANKS TO YOU, 


SIR. | WONDER IF | MIGHT 

SHOW YOU ALETTER FROM \- 
PILOT OFFICER MILLER — HE 
WAS MY COUSIN, THAT'S WHY 


WE LOOK ALIKE. 


a 
| THE LETTER HAD BEEN SENT A WEEK BEFORE MILLER HAD DIED." 
“THE SQUADRON-LEADER I$ OBVIOUSLY HURT \ 
BY THE DEATHS OF HIS YOUNG PILOTS. HE 

| DOES ALL HE CAN TO PROTECT AND HELP US. 
| | WISH | COULD TELL HIM THAT WE KNOW MANY 


OF US HAVE TO DIE IF WE ARE TO END THIS 
BEASTLY WARS) fom 2 


IT SAID A LOT ABOUT FIELDING . . 


HERE WAS A LOT MORE, BUT HAINES | | HE READ THE LETTER CAREFULLY: AND 
[DIDNOTREADITALL... | | SLOWLY AND WHEN HE FINISHED, HE KNEW 
| | THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO TEAR UP HIS: 
| WONDER IF See | RESIGNATION... (ot 
YOU'D LIKE THIS SN ee 
LETTER, SIR. HE WAS ( THANK You, 
- VERY PROUD THAT HE \. HAINES. 
HAD BEEN IN YOUR aes 
SQUADRON. 


iF THESE . 
YOUNG MEN ARE 
PREPARED 70 RISK & 
THEIR LIVES, THEN! 
MUST BE READY TO 
i} LEAD THEM AND TO 
DO WHAT I CAN TO -K 
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